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The University’s Graduate Attributes and seven Generic Intended Learning Outcomes (GILOs)
represent the attributes of ideal EQUHK graduates and their expected qualities respectively.
Learning outcomes work coherently at the University (GILOs), programme (Programme
Intended Learning Outcomes) and course (Course Intended Learning Outcomes) levels to
achieve the goal of nurturing students with important graduate attributes.

In gist, the Graduate Attributes for Undergraduate, Taught Postgraduate and Research
Postgraduate students consist of the following three domains (i.e. in short “PEER & I”):

® Professional Excellence;

® Ethical Responsibility; &

® Innovation.

The descriptors under these three domains are different for the three groups of students in order
to reflect the respective level of Graduate Attributes.

The seven GILOs are:

1. Problem Solving Skills

2. Critical Thinking Skills

3. Creative Thinking Skills

4a. Oral Communication Skills
4b. Written Communication Skills
5. Social Interaction Skills

6. Ethical Decision Making

7. Global Perspectives

* The course will be taught mainly in English while Chinese may also be used subject to specific classroom

learning and teaching needs.



1. Course Synopsis

Acquiring an additional language is of vital importance in today’s increasingly globalised
world. Some language learners, however, are put in a disadvantaged position due to their
reading difficulties. This course aims to help teacher participants to develop an
understanding and current knowledge of how teachers can effectively support students with
reading difficulties in the language classroom. To achieve this aim, teacher participants will
first need to understand the nature and possible causes of reading difficulties, which is a
prerequisite for developing a positive teacher attitude and establishing a supportive learning
environment. Then teacher participants will be acquainted with current knowledge
regarding essential components of effective language teaching and specific up-to-date
teaching approaches, techniques and strategies that can effectively meet the needs of
students with reading difficulties. Lastly, teacher participants will reflect on existing
practice in Hong Kong schools and draw on what they have learned to design teaching and
learning activities that suit the needs of all language learners, whether with or without
reading difficulties. They will also evaluate activities designed by fellow teacher
participants and give suitable recommendations with a view to increasing awareness of
considerations necessary for creating supportive learning conditions for learners with
reading difficulties in the regular language classroom.

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

CILOq Demonstrate an understanding of the nature and causes of reading
difficulties, as well as current knowledge of essential components of
effective language teaching and specific teaching approaches, techniques and
strategies for meeting the needs of learners with reading difficulties [PILO:];

CILO> Reflect on current practice in Hong Kong schools and apply what they have
learned to design language teaching and learning activities that suit the needs
of all language learners, whether with or without reading difficulties [PILO;,
PILOs]; and

CILO3 Evaluate peers’ teaching plan and give suitable recommendations to show an
awareness of considerations necessary for creating supportive learning
conditions for learners with reading difficulties in the regular language
classroom [PILO;, PILO,, PILO3]

3. Course Intended Language Learning Outcomes (CILLOs)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

CILLO;  Verbalise understanding and knowledge gained in this course in both
speaking and writing precisely and coherently.



4. Content, CILOs, CILLOs and Teaching & Learning Activities

Course Content CILOs/ Suggested Teaching &
CILLOs | Learning Activities

Understand the nature and causes of CILO; Lectures
reading difficulties, as well as current D .

. . emonstrations
knowledge regarding essential o
components of effective language Class activities
teaching and specific teaching Group discussions
approaches, techniques and strategies
for meeting the needs of learners with
reading difficulties.
Reflect on current practice in Hong CILOs; > | Lectures
Kong schools .and apply what has bqen CILLO, Demonstrations
learned to design teaching and learning o
activities that suit the needs of all Class activities
learners, with or without reading Group discussions
difficulties.
Evaluate peers’ teaching plan and give CILOs;, 2 ;3 | Group discussions
suitable recommendations to show an CILLO, Group presentation
awareness of considerations necessary
for creating positive learning conditions
for learners with reading difficulties in
the regular language classroom

Remark: Peer learning, assignment preparation and assignment research in library will be arranged as the

On-Campus Learning Activities (6 hours)

5. Assessment

Assessment Tasks Weighting CILOs/
CILLOs

(@) Collaborate with a group of 3-4 classmates to 60% CILOs;, 2,
develop a unit plan for use with a class of primary CILLO,;
or secondary English language learners mixed
with individuals who have reading difficulties.

(b) Orally present the unit plan and elucidate the 20% CILOs; 2 3
rationale for its design as a group CILLO;

(c) Individually evaluate another group’s unit plan in 20% CILOs1, 3
relation to its supportiveness to learners with CILLO;
reading difficulties and intended learning
objectives/outcomes. Then provide suitable
recommendations based on the evaluation made.

6. Required Text(s)

Nil
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Related Journals

Journal of Research in Reading
Literacy

Perspectives on Language and Literacy
The Reading Teacher

Academic Honesty

The University adopts a zero tolerance policy to plagiarism. For the University’s policy
on plagiarism, please refer to the Policy on Academic Honesty, Responsibility and Integrity
with  Specific ~ Reference to the Avoidance of Plagiarism by Students
(https://www.eduhk.hk/re/modules/downloads/visit.php?cid=9&1id=89). Students should
familiarize themselves with the Policy.

11. Others

Nil
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